
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, June 7, 2012  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman John Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation office of 
Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute and 
Joseph LaPorte; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware.  
Absent/Excused: Commissioner Joanne D. Palmieri 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Fasulo made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the Minutes of the 
May 2, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
VISITORS:  
1.  Todd Verdi – SVMFL.  Mr. Verdi announced that they are running a Powder Puff Division flag 
football for grades 4-12.  It is in conjunction with the high school girls’ Powder Puff Team coach Kemp.  
They came up with four divisions, A thru D, according to grade levels.  There is tremendous response at 
this time in phone calls of interest in it.  Registration is ongoing now.  They took out a half-page ad in the 
Observer.  Mr. Verdi said no other towns in Connecticut or even in the Northeast offer a powder puff 
league.  He wanted to get the board’s opinion on out-of-town participation – is it allowed, what is the 
policy?  Board members questioned Mr. Verdi on how many people he was talking about.  He said there 
are 100 twelfth graders.  He won’t know how many until the paid registrations are in but he believed the 
out-of-town numbers would be low – perhaps 10% or 20%.  Last registration is July 14th.  He made flyers 
for the schools but it costs a lot of money.  Commissioner Kanute said the office could probably help with 
getting the word out by putting something on the website, if Mr. Verdi sends something with the details to 
Dave Lapreay.   
 
After much discussion, Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to not 
allow out-of-towners to participate in the Powder Puff division for now.  If there is a problem with low 
registration numbers affecting the program, Mr. Verdi should come back to the board for further 
discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
2.  Hank & Patti Stregowski re Jaycee Park.  Mr. Stregowski lives directly across from the park and he 
just wanted to say he supports the Jaycees plan to spruce up the park.  He was against the basketball court 
as originally mentioned but now that has been eliminated from the first stage of the plan.  He noted that 
there used to be a sign stating No Parking in the park after dark but that is gone.  Mr. Manware said it will 
be replaced once the cleanup is done at the park.   
 
3.  Jody Socha – Southington Jaycees.  Mrs. Socha said she spoke with the immediate neighbors to the 
park about the Jaycees’ plans.  Some of the neighbors were in attendance and were in favor of the plan; 
she also had a letter of support from one neighbor.  The basketball court was originally a priority item 
because they thought it would be an easy, inexpensive thing to start with, but it was not something the 
neighbors really liked so it was scratched.  They asked the kids in the neighborhood what they would like 
to see and got lots of great ideas.  The biggest concern is the trees.  They received three quotes from tree 
companies that ranged from $2,000 to $12,000.  Mrs. Socha said they were impressed with the knowledge 
and perspective of an arborist, Kevin Dlugos, who was extremely helpful in planning where to put 
different things and ideas on which trees would be best to trim or remove for sunlight, safety, etc.  
Discussion followed on what the Parks Department could help with as far as trees.  The Jaycees are very 
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anxious to get the project started right away so that the kids could have the summer to play there and be 
safe.  Mrs. Socha was asked to map out what they want at the park and work with Mr. Manware and the 
arborist to get many of the things accomplished.  Mr. Manware noted that he is willing to help but is 
dependent on time constraints of the department.  He could keep the board updated on progress so Mrs. 
Socha doesn’t have to keep coming back. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay referred to his monthly report.  The middle school dances will end the year with a profit even 
though attendance has declined.  Last dance is this week.  Most programs have one or two classes left.  
Registration for tennis is ongoing.  Chairman Fontana commented that years ago there used to be a town 
tennis tournament.  Mr. Lapreay said that other groups have successful tournaments such as the Wayton 
tournament at the high school.  He has spoken to Tony Mauro about it and will talk to him again to see if 
there is interest.  Summer registration is next week for session one.  Opening dates for the pools are June 
16 for Recreation and June 23 for Memorial.  Trips have been steady.  We are not selling them out as in 
the past but we are not losing any money on them.  Pavilion rentals are picking up, especially by the pool.  
No one has complained about the rental fees.  A lot of calls have been coming in about the Community 
Pavilion.  Tables are not in yet; there is money in the new budget for them.   
 
Mr. Lapreay said he has been talking with “special needs” parents and there are a couple of functions 
planned for the summer.  They are mainly running the show.  He expects activity to pick up in the fall 
with music therapy, bowling, and other things.  Nature Day last week was a tremendous success.  Touch 
A Truck was a big success also.  Mr. Lapreay got in touch with Suburban regarding kayak rentals.  They 
are out of the kayak rental business.  He has not had a lot of calls about it.  No one is renting them these 
days; it is not worthwhile.  Field requests have been going well.  Jim Gugliotti and Dr. Costanza are all 
set for the fall.  The leagues have been great. 
 
Motorized vehicles (mopeds, scooters) on the trails has become a bit of an issue.  Police can’t arrest them 
because they are not “motor vehicles”.  Mike Manware is getting new signs made up stating No 
Motorized Vehicles, although licensed handicapped equipment would be allowed.  He will check the 
correct wording to use with Officer Petro, the traffic officer. 
 
Mr. Lapreay announced that passports are now being processed by Julia Berardinelli for the next few 
months while the other person is out on maternity leave.  This was the first week and she had 5 people the 
first day. It is only temporary but may be tough at times since this is our busy season.   
 
Commissioner Fasulo commented that in softball C Division, they are getting a lot of “mercies”; it is 
disheartening to play just three innings.  He believes some players should not be in the C Division.  Dave 
Lapreay said he agrees that some people will have to move up. 
 
Mr. Lapreay mentioned that he received a call from a woman who wishes to do a fundraiser on the trail 
for a sick dog that needs surgery.  She asked if she could set up a table on the parking lot on Mill Street 
near the Dog Park.  No one had a problem with it.  Commissioner Kanute asked if anyone had any 
information on the continuation of the trail by Solvents Recovery.  It was part of the remediation 
agreement.  Dave Lapreay will look into it. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Michael Manware reviewed his report of activities during May.  Normal routines of mowing, landscape 
maintenance, line painting, etc. are in full swing.  They replaced a slide, bench and swing at Recreation 
playground.  Began flower planning on the two town greens and Riccio Way.  Spraying for weeds has 
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started.  They started to get the pools started up.  The Memorial wading pool has been primed and is being 
painted.  This week they also had a couple of areas in the Recreation pool that blistered up.  The pool 
company looked at it.  The spots just have to be cut out; the pool will be filled by next Saturday.  Rest 
room doors at Panthorn were painted.  New toilet paper dispensers were put in at the pavilion to go with 
the new hand dryers.   
 
At the drive-in, they are set to get the parking lot mapped out and painted in the next two weeks.  There 
are a couple of thin grass areas but it should be fine.  There are a couple of sight line issues so may lose a 
couple of spaces.  Steve Wlodkowski will get the handicapped signs installed.  We will also have three 
Port-O-Lets, two regular and one handicapped.  The rest rooms will also be open for the movies.  June 
23rd is the first movie.  Commissioner LaPorte reminded everyone of the dedication ceremony for the 
Community Pavilion on June 18; he expects everyone in the room to attend.   
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner LaPorte.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
   
NEW BUSINESS:   
1.  Ice skating rink location for 2012-2013 season.  Mr. Manware said he and Steve Wlodkowski have 
been talking about the location.  They want to make sure it is done right.  Mr. Lapreay said Meriden does 
theirs on tar.  Downtown had been mentioned near the old Water Department area, but there is no lighting 
there.  Recreation Park infield was mentioned but it might not be large enough.  This needs more thought.  
Everyone agreed that it makes sense to have it where there is lighting and parking.  The aim is to have it 
up by Thanksgiving. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner LaPorte, seconded by 
Commissioner Fasulo and carried unanimously at 7:45 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


